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Abstract:
The internet provides ready access to critical information related to COVID-19. With a simple
web search, individuals can find symptom checkers, locate testing sites, and obtain tips for
keeping themselves and their families safe. However, online information-seeking related to
COVID-19 may also carry privacy risks. Prior research has shown that when individuals seek
health information online, webpages they visit frequently contain code that initiates data
transfers to third parties, such as online advertisers. When tracking data are aggregated and
combined with personally identifiable information held by advertising and social media
companies, they can reveal sensitive details about specific individual’s health conditions and
concerns. In this talk, we review results from a study that assessed online tracking related to
COVID webpage, and put COVID privacy risks in the context of internet-scale tracking of
consumer searches for health information.
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